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1.Title: ‘Woman Migrantes Fashion Project” 
 
2.Link to the UWE Action Themes: 

1. Support implementation and protection of human rights and democracy, also 
including Istanbul Convention  

2. Encouraging cooperation among European members  
3. Increase networking capacity to realize gender equality and human rights of women 

and girls, everywhere 
4. Engage and invest in next generation  
5. More women in determined leadership positions and commitment to advance 

women’s rights 
 

 
3.Purpose (Qualitative And Quantitative):  
The purpose of this project is to create an evolving perspective on the human side of 
immigration, migration, refugees, asylum-seekers and social justice which is now particularly 
difficult to cope especially in the Sicilian context.  
More than other countries in Europe, Sicily is facing a “biblical exodus” for people moving between 
Arab countries, Middle East and south Asia escaping from their own realms to reach Europe. 
IOM (International Organization of Migration) reported that deaths of all migrants and refugees 
attempting to reach EU by sea in 2015 now total 2,373: most of them have drowned in 
overcrowded boats heading for the coasts of Italy. As crossroads in the middle of the 
Mediterranean, Sicily welcome women that had left their homes with their children in great haste, 
fleeing before the civil war in search of a future. Their husbands had stayed behind, either because 
they had joined the combat forces or because they had fallen victim to the bloody conflicts. For 
these women, the death of their menfolk means there can be no return to their previous lives, even 
after the war ends. Projects aimed at helping migrants are facing renewed political opposition in 
some countries. Even facing such an uncertain future, the refugee crisis shows no sign of abating. 
The main aim of this proposal is giving women refugees in Sicily the hope of a brighter future and 
work opportunities by combining social, fashion and design on the art of tailoring thanks to 
specially designed training.  
To start the project we asked well-known fashion designer Loredana Roccasalva from Modica 
(Sicily), to create a special DRESS inspired by woman refugees and their stories. As sympathetic 
woman close to social issues, Loredana fully agree and crafted for us a stunning dress by using 
different fibres and patterns from all over the Mediterranean, she tailored a sort of mosaic-overcoat 
coupled with a pure-white silk dress with flowers evoking positive outlook and hope to reborn (see 
attached immage). Thanks to Agata Saccone, the Director of Taomoda Fashion Week, the 
“Migrantes” dress made his red carpet catwalk in the special setting of the Ancient Theatre at 
Taormina on the 15 of July 2015 in front of thousands of people, with live music performed by 
Marco Massa. Fashion designer Loredana Roccasalva has created and donated to us the 
Migrantes Dress (as unique artwork), Director Agata Saccone invited as to one of the best fashion 
event in Italy supported by Camera Nazionale della Moda Italiana.  
By establishing one skills development LAB, which in the start-up phase will be leaded by fashion 
designer Loredana Roccasalva, we’ll provide a group of 15 women with full training in sewing, 
fashion design and embroidery skills, and we’ll distribute knowledge and sewing machines to the 
women of the centre. The majority of women, between 18 and 50, are married, with children. For 
most women, the income they generate will support the entire family. 



 
4.Time Frame:  the project was launched in the summer 2015 in occasion of one of the Italian 
well-known fashion event “TAOMODA Fashion Week”. We thought to launch this project after 
witnessing inertia in the various refuge camps around the outskirts of Siracusa (Siicly). People are 
bored and frustrated while waiting for asylum, often for many months. 
We hope to enrich the lives of the women refugees by giving them a chance to learn a new skill 
and provide them with a recognisable qualification. 
Future development depends on available funding.  
 
 
5.Organizations involved: The project is managed by FILDIS Siracusa, President Maria Vittoria 
Fagotto B., and Intercultural Studies Association directed by Ramsi Harrabi, both based in 
Siracusa (Sicily). Supporting Organizations: Loredana Roccasalva Fashion Designer; TaoModa 
Fashion Week; Marco Massa, Italian sing-songwriter, Centro antiviolenza La Nereide, Fabric 
Factory in San Marco d’Alunzio (SICILY), ISISC International Superior Institute of Science and 
Criminology. 
	  
 

6.Costs (and funding): The project is self-funded by all the people/association/institution involved 
working as volunteers: Loredana Roccasalva Fashion Designer created the “Migrantes Dress” and 
supported all expense; Agata Saccone, Director of TaoModa Fashion Week supported cost related 
to the show-event; Italian sing-songwriter Marco Massa exhibited for free.  People belonging to 
involved organizations worked as volunteers. 
We are looking for a Goodwill Ambassador (single association, ONG or institutional body) that 
would buy the ‘Migrantes Dress’ (price based auction 3000,00 euro) in order to donate the funds 
for the fashion design and sewing courses addressed to a group of 15 woman refugee in Sicily. No 
funds are required from UWE but we ask to support our vision. 	  	  
 
 
7.Decision Asked: UWE is asked to be partner of the project and to support our vision enabling 
us to empower and care for refugee women as they settle in our community. 	  	  
We also ask to promote the project within the UWE network and at the Council of Europe. 
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